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Before I start let me take this opportunity to greet 
Mme Mara Louw and also express my heartfelt 
appreciation for the role that she plays in the 
music genre and filming. Our society needs more 
women like Mme Mara to change our communities 
and our mind-set. 

 

Allow me to welcome you to our rich historical 
Cradle of Human Rights in the Southern corridor of 
Gauteng. Sedibeng District Municipality is, and it 
prides itself with its people and townships. We find 
ourselves in the land that blood was shed, lives 
were lost, families separated; many men and 
women had left their homes and families.  

 

Distinguished guests, I am honoured this 
afternoon to join you at this much anticipated 
event. 

 



Twenty-one years into democracy, our 
government continues to drives us in the direction 
of empowering women to position themselves in 
building the South Africa economy and business 
sphere.  

 

Since the advent of democracy and freedom, the 
ruling party African National Congress in South 
Africa has improved on a number of women and 
youth taking up leadership positions in areas 
previously dominated by men. 

 

One of the success stories of our democracy as 
ANC government, is that of the representation of 
women and youth in political and decision making 
positions.  

 

Involving women and youth in Governance 
processes constitutes one of South Africa’s 
globally acclaimed success stories. 

 
Programme Director, I am reminded of the pivotal 
role played by women in the fight for gender 
equality which was inextricably linked to the fight 
for racial equality.  These heroines were also 



stalwarts of the political struggle and through the 
processes of political change; they brought about 
changes on how society should view women.  

 

Mme Mara Louw forms part of those African artists 
who organized themselves against apartheid and 
fought for their recognition and existence. 

 

She’s a woman of note, she’s a woman of 
substance, our symbol of hope, our pride and our 
inspiration. You have left the footprint which will 
always remain our mirror. Thank you very for your 
contribution to make South Africa a better place for 
all of us.     

  

Programme Director, on the 9th August 1956, it 
was women of all races from various regions 
across the country who marched to the Union 
Building in Pretoria to present a petition against 
pass laws.  

  
Women are the pillars of our society and our 
Municipality recognises the important role they 
play in our communities and business sectors.  
Our Municipality also acknowledges their valuable 



contribution not only in the home environment but 
in the growth of our country.  Women in our 
country have always been at the forefront of the 
pursuit of equal rights during the liberation 
struggle.  

  
Programme Director, our Municipality recommits 
itself to focusing our attention on issues affecting 
women as well as raise awareness of the plight of 
women and girls.  The Sedibeng District 
municipality works closely with many women’s 
groups to ensure that their needs as a stakeholder 
are known and addressed through our Council 
programmes.  To enhance the role of women in 
our communities, our Municipality coordinates 
numerous initiatives to empower women with the 
knowledge and skills they need to bring about 
change.  

 

In closing programme director, allow me to say, it 
must trouble our collective conscience as a nation 
that, twenty one years since our freedom, the triple 
challenges of poverty, unemployment and 
inequality still bear a largely black, rural and 
woman face. It must worry all of us, including the 
private sector, and move us into a collective 
radical action to transform our economy so that it 



responds to the needs of the masses of our 
people. 

 

On the same breath however, programme director, 

measures introduced since 1994 to promote 

women empowerment and uphold gender equality, 

have drastically improved the position and 

conditions of women in our country. The living 

conditions of the majority of ordinary women have 

undergone significant qualitative change. But the 

unpalatable truth remains: Women continue to 

bear a disproportionate burden of poverty, 

inequality and unemployment, violence and abuse. 

Women continue to be marginalized and 

discriminated against in terms of economic 

opportunities, the labour market as well as access 

to land, credit, and finance.  

 

Perhaps in closing programme director, the words 

of Charlotte Maxeke can be constructive. She 



could be speaking to us when she said the 

following many years ago: “This work is not for 

yourselves – kill that spirit of self, and do not live 

above your people, but live with them. If you can 

rise, bring someone with you”.  

  

I thank you  

  

 

 
 

 


